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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 982 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN, BC, SF. WZ 

SUBJ: AIA INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING DOMESTIC AIRLINE 

HAVE TALKED TO FRED BRAUCH, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT ALASKA 
INTERNATIONAL AIR, CONCERNING STATUS AIA INTEREST AND ACTIVITY 
IN PURSUING ESTABLISHMENT DOMESTIC AIRLINE. OUR TALK REVEALED 
FOLLOWING: 

1. AIA HAS STRONG INTEREST IN PARTICIPATION IN DOMESTIC AIRLINE 
AND FROM TALKS WITH PHIL STEENKAMP, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
OFFICE PRESIDENT. BELIEVE GOB ALSO HAS CONSIDERABLE ENTHUSIASM 
FOR THIS PROSPECT. ONLY NEGATIVE REACTION OBTAINED TO DATE HAS 
BEEN FROM RALPH STEVENS, BOTSWANA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
MANAGER . STEVENS COOLNESS IS HOWEVER IMMATERIAL. 

2. AIA, IN PURSUING THIS VENTURE, HAS JOINED FORCES WITH 
FREIGHT SERVICES LIMITED A SOUTH AFRICAN FREIGHT CARRIER 
WHICH IS 53 PERCENT OWNED BY ANGLO- AMERICAN. CONCENTRATION 
IS ON ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AIRLINE SERVICE WITH INITIALLY THE 
PARTICIPATION OF ONLY SWAZILAND AND BOTSWANA. LITTLE INTEREST 
IN LESOTHO AT THIS TIME SINCE IT DOES NOT PRESENT SUFFICIENT 
CURRENT BUSINESS OR HAVE THE POTENTIAL OF SWAZILAND AND 
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BOTSWANA. 

3. AIRLINE WOULD BE BASED IN JOHANNESBURG WHERE SERVICES ARE 
AVAILABLE. CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO STARTING OUT WITH ONE 
BOEING 737 CONFIGURED FOR BOTH PASSENGER AND FREIGHT TRAFFIC. 
UTILIZATION OF A 737 WOULD REQUIRE NEW AND RELOCATED RUNWAYS 
IN BOTH SWAZILAND AND BOTSWANA. 

4. BRAUCH TOGETHER WITH TWO DIRECTORS OF FREIGHT SERVICES 

AND AN UNNAMED SOUTH AFRICAN SENATOR WILL TRAVEL TO SWAZILAND 
WEEK JULY SECOND FOR TALKS WITH SWAZI OFFICIALS. HAVE REQUESTED 
THAT BRAUCH CALL AT EMBASSY TO REPORT ON PROGRESS. 

5. TIMETABLE DEVELOPED BY BRAUCH CALLS FOR DEFINITIVE 
DECISION BY END THIS CALENDAR YEAR. ALSO INDICATED THAT AIA 
PARTICIPATION WOULD BE MINIMUM 25 PERCENT TOTAL CAPITALIZATION. 
NELSON 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNNNMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 JUN 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: elyme 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973GABORO00982 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: GABORONE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730627/aaaajmji.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: elyme 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08-Jan-2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <30-Jan-2002 by elyme> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 980224 

Subject: AIA INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING DOMESTIC AIRLINE 

TAGS: ETRN. BC, SF, WZ 

To: EB 

MASERU 

MBABANE 

PRETORIA 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




